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Life Group Study Notes 

   “His Assessment” 
Sr. Ps. James Lowe - November 25, 2018 

Warm Up (10-15 minutes) 
Choose a question to answer, or ask another. No right or wrong answers.  
• What was one of the most difficult tests or exams you’ve ever taken?

• What was your best subject in school? Why did you do so well in it?

• What subject matter are you currently interested in learning more about? Why?


Word (10-15 minutes) 
Sermons can be heard online at www.bethelworld.org

The following story illustrates our need for God’s assessment of us and his salvation for us.

Mark 10:17-31 ESV And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said to 
him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. You know the 
commandments: 'Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.'" And he said to him, "Teacher, all these 
I have kept from my youth." And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "You lack 
one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me." Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions. 

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How difficult it will be for those who have 
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" And the disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus 
said to them again, "Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God." 
And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, "Then who can be saved?" Jesus 
looked at them and said, "With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are 
possible with God." Peter began to say to him, "See, we have left everything and followed you." 
Jesus said, "Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a 
hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 
lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, 
and the last first." 
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God’s evaluation of humans includes not only our conduct, but also our internal condition 
including our attitudes, motives, and desires. Sin in the eyes of God is more than evil deeds. 
God’s original intention and design for humanity was that we should bear God’s image. This 
means that anything expressed by us or within us that does not bear God’s image is regarded 
by him as sin. Hence, no one is good except God. Jesus was the only human who has ever 
lived who perfectly expressed the image of God. He alone is sinless.

In spite of our myriad of sins and our internal sinful condition, Jesus the sinless one loves us 
any way. Yet his love is not passive or permissive. His love compels him to reach out to us and 
speak the truth to us about who we really are. Out of love he calls us into a humble 
acknowledgement of the truth that we are sinful. He calls us to God in a full commitment of 
heart, away from all that displeases him including our own self-reliance to try to be good. If we 
will do this, he will grant us God’s forgiveness and God’s salvation. He offers to cleanse us of 
our sin, to pardon us from our guilt, to reconcile us to God, to adopt us into God’s family, to 
begin a work of transformation in us that will eventually culminate in the full restoration of 
God’s image in us, and to give us the hope of everlasting life with him beyond the pale of 
death. Jesus is God’s undeserved, extraordinary gift to us.

Let us not be like the rich, morally fastidious man who walked away from Jesus, unwilling to 
accept Jesus’ challenge and offer of grace. Instead, let us respond like the disciples who 
committed themselves unreservedly to Jesus. Like them we will receive salvation in this life and 
in the next.


Discussion (10-15 minutes) 
Choose one of the points, and discuss how the lesson applies to our lives. 

• In what area in your life might you have an inflated opinion of yourself?


• Why do we need an honest, true, penetrating assessment of ourselves by God?


• What are some of the benefits that ensue from God after you come to him in humility, faith, 
and repentance?


Prayer (10-15 minutes) 
Pray any of the following, as well as any other requests you may have. 

• Thank God for his love that reaches out to us in spite of our sin.


• Ask God for a greater self-awareness in the light of his truth.


• Ask God for the benefits of his salvation to grow in our lives.
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